Liturgical Schedule
Monday, March 29
8:15 AM (St. Elizabeth) Rosary
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: Edward E. Warnick

Tuesday, March 30
8:45 AM (St. Brigid) Morning Prayer
9:00 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Joseph Tozzi

Wednesday, March 31
9:00 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Special Intention
7:00 PM (St. Elizabeth) Confessions
7:15 PM (St. Elizabeth) Evening Prayer
7:30 PM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: For the Special Intentions of
Patricia Murphy

Novena
Thursday, April 1
Holy Thursday
8:45 AM (St. Brigid) Morning Prayer
7:00 PM (St. Brigid) Mass of the Lord’s Supper
For the Parishioners of St. Elizabeth & St. Brigid
Adoration following Mass until 11 PM

Friday, April 2

Good Friday
1:00 PM (St. Brigid) Stations of the Cross

2:00 PM (St. Brigid) The Last Seven Words to Christ on
the Cross

3:00 PM (St. Brigid) Passion of our Lord

7:00 PM (St. Elizabeth) Passion of our Lord

Saturday, April 3

Holy Saturday
8:00 PM (St. Brigid) Mass: The Easter Vigil

For the Parishioners of St. Elizabeth & St. Brigid

Sunday, April 4

Easter Sunday
7:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: For the Parishioners
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: For the Parishioners
9:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: For those enrolled in

the Mass Guild of St. Elizabeth & St. Brigid

10:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: For the Parishioners
11:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: For the Parishioners
Noon (St. Elizabeth) Mass: For the Parishioners

Liturgical Ministers

Holy Thursday, April 1

7 PM St. Brigid
(E) Clergy (L) C. Hickey (A) M. Grutta
M. Lagana
B. Moreau
J. Salcedo
Good Friday, April 2
3 PM St. Brigid
(E) Clergy (L) (N) Sr. Joan (A) J. Mahala
(S) L.. Treppiccione T.,J. &R. Lynch
7 PM St. Elizabeth
(E) Clergy (L) (N) D. Duffy (A) B. Moreau
(S) R. Schwab S. Marki
Easter Vigil, April 3
8 PM St. Brigid
(E) Clergy (L) L. Treppiccione (A) L. Da Silva
J. Zackman T. Lynch
Sr. Joan

Easter Sunday, April 4
7:30 AM St. Brigid

(E) L. Treppiccione (L) (A)

8:30 AM St. Elizabeth

(E) K. Spinda (L) J. Howe (A) S. Marki
B. Moreau

9:30 AM St. Brigid
(E) (L) R. Slattery (A) M. & G. Carolonza

10:30 AM St. Elizabeth

(E) D. Duffy (L) K. Yeomans (A) R.& J. Lynch
11:30 AM St. Brigid
(E) F. Grigni (L) K. Howes (A) W. Howes
Noon St. Elizabeth
(E) B. Peterson (L) J. Felser (A) M. Grutta
M. Lagana

For everything there is a season and a time for eve ry
purpose under heaven ...”

A time to heal ... please pray for the sick of
our parishes including: Joe Orlando, Cathy
Sabatino, Bruno Rodizoski, David A. Pickel,
Jr., Christopher D’Ambrosio, Lina Calabrese,
Elizabeth Kurylo, Ophelia Robbie, Sheryl Ann Wille,

Fr. Joachim Schweitzer OSB, and Raymond Pinkos.

A time to die ... please pray for those who have
recently passed away especially Larry Russo Jr. &
Philip Walsh .

CONTRIBUTIONS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
TO YOUR CHURCH AND PARISH
St. Elizabeth March 20-21: | $ 3,756.00
Spring Collection: | $1,036.00
St. Brigid March 20-21: | $ 5,155.00
Spring Collection: | $1,596.00

Py FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 28, 2010

At St. Brigid:  The Altar Bread & Wine are

/;'?:' " offered in memory of Lillian Carnevale from
‘ John & Virginia Dezio.




Remember in your prayers the members of our Armed
Services, especially Patrick Blankenship of the USMC &
Ryan O’Connor of the US Army, close friends of Jean
Fall; Timothy Callahan of the USMC, son of Marie
Callahan; Brendan Patrick Duffy of the US Army, son of
Deacon Larry & Denise Duffy, grandson of A.J. Errico;
Jordan Weaver of the Air Force, husband of Christy
(LaPointe) Weaver, Timothy Donovan of the US Navy,
close friend of Tom Gioino; John F. Stahl of the US
Army, son, Joseph Stahl of the Navy, grandson, and Eric
Hummel of the US Army nephew of Ruth Stahl.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Registration for the 2010-2011Religious Education
Program will take place on Sunday April 18th and April
25th from 8:15 - 11:30 AM in the Parish Center foyer.
Returning students who do not register by May 23, 2010
will be required to pay a late fee of $35.00 with
registration. Returning registration forms with fees may
also be sent in the mail for your convenience.

New students transferring from another parish,
Catholic school or Parish Religious Education Program,
or beginning religious education classes for the first time
are accepted in Grades K-8 after providing a letter of
verification from the previous religious education
program. This letter must include grade levels
completed, sacramental history and certificates of
Baptism and First Holy Communion. Provide progress
reports or report cards if you have them. Please call Sr.
Joan at the Religious Education Office to schedule an
appointment at 908-234-1524.

Please call the parish Office at 908-234-1265 to
request your 2009 Contribution statement.

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS

BE A WINNER! Buy a Raffle Ticket for Education
When Catholic education is available,
accessible and affordable for our children,
everyone  wins! Help support the
Foundation for Education by purchasing a
$100 raffle ticket and/or join us for the
Students to Leaders Education Dinner on

Wednesday, May 19™ at The Palace in Somerset Park.
Our guest speaker is author Mary Higgins Clark. For
information: phone 732-562-2429, email
educationdinnerl0@diometuchen.org.

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7
Isaiah describes an individual who had been taught by God
to reach out to others. He also describes this individual's
willingness to be beaten and spit upon, secure that with
God's help, he will not be disgraced.
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11
Paul discusses how Jesus did not declare equality with
God, but took on human form. He humbled himself enough
to accept dying on the cross. God in turn exalted him and
wants us to respect Jesus' name and worship him.
Gospel: Luke 22:14—23:56
Luke gives a detailed account of Jesus' last supper with the
apostles, where Jesus tells them he will soon suffer in
fulfillment of God's will. Then Jesus prayed that he might be
spared if it suited God's will. After Judas betrayed Jesus, he
was arrested. Although Pilate did not think Jesus was guilty
of a crime, he gave in to the will of the people, and
sentenced Jesus to death on a cross. Then Jesus was
crucified and his body laid in a new tomb.

BREAD & ROSES BALL

The 20" Annual Bread & Roses Ball  will take place on
Saturday, April 17, 2010 at the Bridgewater Marriott in
Bridgewater. The proceeds benefit Catholic Charities,
Diocese of Metuchen in Hunterdon, Somerset and
Warren Counties. The event includes dinner, dancing,
silent auction, live auction, 50/50 raffle and Monte Carlo
style gaming. For any questions or to order dinner
tickets or raffle tickets, please call 732-562-2438 or
email www.breadandroses10@diometuchen.org

"The first priority will consist in restoring a sense of
the acceptance of life as a gift from God.
According to both Sacred Scripture and the wisest

traditions of your continent, the arrival of a child is

always a gift, a blessing from God. Today it is high
time to place greater emphasis on this: every human
being, every tiny human person, however weak, is
created ‘in the image and likeness of God’ (Gen 1:27)."
— Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, Cameroon, Africa, 3/19/2009

CONGRATULATIONS

Josephine Gallagher an g™ grader in our Parish
Religious Education program won 1% place for her poster
entry for the Diocese of Metuchen Respect Life Contest.
Student entries followed the theme that every person is
precious and valuable not because of what we do, but
because of what we do, but because of who we ARE!
We all have “built-in value.”

In the Gospel story of the first Palm Sunday, we hear
that the owners of the ass had only to be told, “The
Master has need of it,” to give the animal gladly. Do |
give as readily to the Lord’s work? (See Luke 19:3)

FILLING THE WELL ~ A day of enrichment for
consolation ministers (bereavement, Lazarus, and
separated/divorced ministries) will be held on Saturday,
April 24, 9 AM-3 PM at the St. John Neumann Pastoral
Center, Piscataway. Participants will learn how to
lovingly tend to their spiritual, emotional, physical, and
intellectual needs, which often become depleted in the
process of being present to another’s pain. Registration
fee: $15 - includes lunch. For additional information, call
the Family Life Office at 732-562-1990 ext. 1624.
Registration forms are available at the Parish Office.




ST. ELIZABETH-ST. BRIGID PROGRESSIVE RAFFLE
Our Parish Progressive Raffle is in progress. The funds
raised will be used to defray the cost of repairing and
maintaining both church buildings. Thank you for your
generous support of this fundraiser. There will be six
drawings as follows:

April 25th Two Prizes ... $100 Each
May2nd Two Prizes ... $200 Each
May 9™ No Drawing

May 17th Two Prizes ... $300 Each
May 23rd Two Prizes ... $400 Each
May 30™ Two Prizes ... $500 Each
June 6th One Grand Prize ... $2500

State Law require that unused portions of the book of
tickets be returned and accounted for, so please return
the unused portion of the unused book of tickets in the
collection basket.

THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE FILM SCREENING

On Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 7 PM, at Ridge
Performing Arts Center, St. James Youth Ministry will be
sponsoring for those over 13 years of age THE HUMAN
EXPERIENCE created by Grassroots Films of Brooklyn,
NY. The film is about a band of brothers who travel the
world in search of the answers to the questions: Who am
I? Who is Man? Why do we search for meaning? Doors
open at 6:15 PM. Donation $10.

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA~ “A WOMAN OF OUR TIMES”
Our Lady of the Mount Church 167 Mt. Bethel Road
Warren, New Jersey presents Sr. Nancy Murray, O.P.,
and her one-woman performance as St. Catherine of
Siena, on Saturday, April 17" at 7:30 PM. Sr. Nancy is
the “sister” of comedian Bill Murray. Sr. Nancy brings to
life the rebellious adolescent child, and shows the humor
and feisty personality that was St. Catherine. Pope Pius
XII named Catherine a Patron Saint of Italy, Pope Paul
VI gave her the title of Doctor of the Church, and Pope
John Paul Il made her one of Europe’s patron saints.
For more information and tickets, please call (908) 647-
1075. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children, $35 for
a family ticket (5 or more people).

“In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is an
important private and public virtue and participation in
the political process is a moral obligation.” Faithful
Citizenship, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1999.
You are invited to join Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski on
Tuesday, April 20, 2010, 7-9 PM for an Evening of
Legislative Dialogue at St. Helena’'s School, Edison.
Please join us as we present the concerns of the
Catholic community related to social issues, Catholic
education and respect for life issues to our State
Legislators. All 30 legislators representing districts
within the Diocese of Metuchen have been invited to
participate. For more information or to register, call 732-
562-1990 ext. 1543.

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will be closed  on
Good Friday, April 2.

CHRISM MASS
Monday, March 29 - 7:30 PM
St. Francis Cathedral, Metuchen
On Monday, March 29, at 7:30 PM Bishop Paul
G. Bootkoski will celebrate the Chrism Mass
with the Priests of the Diocese. At this Mass,
the Bishop will bless the Holy Oils which each
parish receives for the rites of anointing. Saint Ambrose
[340-397] began this custom, which we now call the
Chrism Mass, in his Cathedral in Milan. These Holy
Qils, which are used to sanctify the Faithful, have been
channels of holiness for centuries! The Oil of
Catechumens is used to anoint the chest of infants and
hands of adults before their Baptism; the Qil of the Sick
is used on the forehead and hands of the infirm in the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, and Sacred
Chrism is used to anoint the head of the newly baptized,
the foreheads of confirmandi, the hands of a priest at his
ordination, the head of a bishop at his ordination, and
the altar and walls of new churches. These Oils are kept
in an ambry ; the Latin word armarium means cupboard
or chest. At this Mass, all Priests make a Renewal of
Commitment of Priestly Service , recommitting
themselves to their Bishop and to their ministry to God
and His People; the Bishop and all Priests then ask the
people for a pledge of their prayerful support. Bishop
Bootkoski will call to Holy Orders our deacon Juan
Salonga. All are strongly encouraged to join in the
ancient, grace-filled Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of St.
Francis of Assisi in Metuchen at 7:30 PM.

.~ . St Elizabeth-St. Brigid Youth Choir

Children’s choir will meet on Saturday April 10"
at 3:45 — 4:45 PM and sing at the 5 PM Mass.

April 24 ™ St. Cecelia Church 45 Wilus Way
Iselin, NJ 9:30 AM — 5:30 PM

Diocesan Youth Day is an exciting day of faith,
skits, music, presentations, workshops, Sacrament of
Reconciliation, Mass with Bishop Bootkoski: open to all
8th-12th graders! Meet teens from all over the diocese!
Come and see John Angotti, national musician and
youth speaker and others! Cost is $35. For Registration
contact Katie Phillips at youthministryst.elizabeth-
st.brigid@hotmail.com.

PALM SUNDAY PRAYER

Almighty, ever-living God, You have given the
human race Jesus Christ our Savior as a model of
humility. He fulfilled Your will by becoming man
and giving His life on the cross. Help us to bear
witness to You by following His example of
suffering, and make us worthy to share in His
resurrection. We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.




LENTEN INSTRUCTION

So that the Church of Metuchen may be
spiritually one in a common observance of
Lent, the following days of fast and abstinence
are to be observed by all Catholics of the
Diocese who enjoy the blessings of good
health :

1. Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence

2. All other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence .
3. From the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on
Holy Thursday until the celebration of the Easter Vigil
on the evening of Holy Saturday , the Easter fast
should be observed so that, with uplifted and welcoming
hearts, we may be ready to celebrate the joys of the
Resurrection.

The obligation to fast applies only to Catholics
between the ages of 18 and 59 . To fast in the Catholic
tradition means to limit oneself to one full meal during
the day so as to experience hunger.

The obligation of abstinence affects all Catholics
who have reached the age of 14 . Abstinence in the
Catholic tradition means to abstain from meat and all
meat products.

The obligation of fast and abstinence, as a whole, is
a serious obligation. While failure to observe any
penitential day in itself may not be considered serious,
the failure to observe any penitential days at all, or a
substantial number of them without good cause,
would be considered a grave matter. Those unable
to abstain for a valid reason on any given Friday o f
Lent are asked to perform some other penitential
act, or to abstain on another day

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL 11, 2010
JESUS I TRUST IN YOU

It is recorded in St. Faustina’s Diary that Jesus requested
the Feast of the Divine Mercy be preceded by a Novena.
The Novena begins on Good Friday, April 2, and ends on
the Feast of the Divine Mercy Sunday, April 11. The
Novena booklets are available in the back of the Church.
The different souls prayed for on each day of the novena
are:
DAY 1 ~ Good Friday - All mankind, especially sinners.
DAY 2 ~ Holy Saturday - The souls of priests and
religious.
DAY 3 ~ Easter Sunday - All devout and faithful souls.
DAY 4 ~ Easter Monday - Those who do not believe in
Jesus and those who do not yet know Him.
DAY 5 ~ Easter Tuesday - The souls of separated
brethren.
DAY 6 ~ Easter Wednesday - The meek and humble
souls and the souls of children.
DAY 7 ~ Easter Thursday - The souls who especially
venerate and glorify Jesus' mercy.
DAY 8 ~ Easter Friday - The souls who are detained in
purgatory.
DAY 9 ~ Easter Saturday - The souls who have
become lukewarm.

Daily Mass 8:30 AM at St. Elizabeth
7:30 PM~Mass of Chrism~Blessing of the Holy Oils
At St. Francis Cathedral, Metuchen

Daily Mass 9:00 AM at St. Brigid

Daily Mass at 9 AM at St. Brigid
7:30 PM at St. Elizabeth

7:00 PM Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper
At St. Brigid Church
Adoration to follow until 11 PM in St. Brigid Church

St. Brigid Church
1PM Stations of the Cross at St. Brigid
2 PM The Last Seven Words to Christ on the Cross
3PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

St. Elizabeth Church
7 PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

8 PM Solemn Easter Vigil at St. Brigid
!

Masses:
St. Elizabeth : 8:30 AM; 10:30 AM, and Noon
St. Brigid: 7:30 AM; 9:30 AM; and 11:30 AM

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 1, 2010
On Holy Thursday there will be Eucharistic
Adoration from 8 PM until 11 PM. Some of the
parish organizations have been assigned hours to
act as Honor Guard for the Blessed Sacrament.
All are invited to come to spend some time in silent
prayer and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament as we
begin the celebration of the Triduum.
The “Honor Guard” for Adoration will be:

All Parishioners and Choir 8 PMto 9 PM
Daughters of Mary 9 PMto 10 PM
Youth Group 9 PM to 10 PM

Knights of Columbus 10 PMto 11 PM

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION

The daily news reminds us of the violence and instability
plaguing the Middle East, but we rarely hear of the
shrinking Christian community there, one that struggles
to remain in the land of Christ's birth, death, and
resurrection. Please help support Christians in the Holy
Land by giving to Good Friday Collection. This Pontifical
Collection allows the Franciscans and others to continue
caring for Christianity’s holiest sites and for God’s people
in the Holy Land.




